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that done. We can get that done as 
early as tonight. We should avoid the 
immediate sequestration order because 
that makes no sense—these across-the- 
board cuts—and figure out a way we 
can have a much more orderly process 
for reducing government spending. 

We should make sure Medicare is not 
jeopardized by having a physician fix 
done in this compromise. We should 
make sure for the people who are get-
ting unemployment insurance, to 
maintain their benefits. And we should 
extend the farm bill. That we can get 
done in the remaining hours of this leg-
islative session. 

I urge my colleagues to continue to 
work together. I am hopeful our lead-
ers are negotiating a package that can 
be brought to the floor as early as to-
night, certainly before we adjourn on 
January 2. If we do that, then I think 
we have completed as much of our busi-
ness as we can, as well as setting up for 
the debate in the 113th Congress which 
will indeed be challenging. But I urge 
us to work together and put the inter-
ests of the American people first. 

With that, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that morning 
business be extended until 7 p.m., with 
all other provisions remaining in ef-
fect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
HAGAN). The Senator from North Da-
kota. 

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 
rise this evening to once again address 
the fiscal cliff. Clearly, the time to de-
bate has come and gone. The simple 
fact is we need to act and we need to 
act now. 

Earlier today, we heard from the 
President, and what I heard from the 
President is that he feels we have the 
framework for an agreement on taxes. 
Also, the Senate minority leader has 
indicated, after his negotiations with 
the Vice President, that he believes we 
have the basic agreement on a tax pro-

posal to avoid the fiscal cliff. So let’s 
take that step. Let’s address the tax 
piece. Let’s get it done. 

Granted, the tax proposal is not the 
big agreement that will fully address 
our debt and deficit—an agreement we 
hope to be able to put together, an 
agreement I support and one that in-
cludes tax reform, bipartisan entitle-
ment reform, and finding savings in the 
Federal budget. Clearly, these items all 
need to be addressed, and they need to 
be addressed on the order of $4 trillion 
to get our deficit and our debt under 
control. 

That is the type of deal I favor, and 
it is the kind of deal we have to get to. 
But if we can’t do it all at once, let’s 
do it in pieces. As the old saying goes, 
even the longest journey begins with a 
single step. If the first step is this tax 
deal, let’s get going. To break the log-
jam, let’s start with this piece—a tax 
deal that will ensure taxes are not in-
creased for middle-class Americans. 
That is something we can and we must 
do. It does involve compromise. For ex-
ample, I believe we should extend the 
current tax rates for all taxpayers. 
Real revenue comes from economic 
growth, not higher taxes. By closing 
loopholes and limiting deductions, we 
can create a simpler, fairer Tax Code 
that will help our economy grow. 

President Obama, however, has a dif-
ferent view, so we are forced to find 
common ground. In this case, that 
means extending the tax rates we can 
to help as many Americans as possible 
avoid higher taxes. We also need to 
fully address sequestration. Sequestra-
tion involves automatic spending cuts. 
Those spending cuts hit the military 
disproportionately, and I believe they 
need to be revised. But the pressure to 
do that kicks in after January 1, and I 
believe that pressure will serve as a 
catalyst for Congress to come up with 
and pass better alternatives. 

Also, we must address the debt ceil-
ing, and it must be addressed in a way 
that reduces spending. We have no 
choice. We are borrowing 40 cents of 
every $1 we spend, and that is simply 
not sustainable. But, again, we have to 
break the current logjam, and if we 
can’t get all these things done in one 
package, then let’s get started with 
what we can do. Let’s get this tax piece 
done for as many working taxpayers as 
possible and immediately move on to 
the next tax. Quite simply, that is 
what Americans want us to do. 

With that, I yield the floor and note 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that morning 

business be extended until 9 p.m., with 
all other provisions remaining in ef-
fect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE FARM BILL 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
am here tonight to talk about agri-
culture and the 16 million people all 
across our country who have jobs be-
cause of agriculture. What I am very 
concerned about is the way in which an 
extension is being talked about as part 
of the larger package this evening that 
goes against my wishes, the wishes of 
our committee, the chairman in the 
House—Chairman LUCAS and I—our 
four leaders, working together on an 
extension that works and extends all 
the programs for agriculture through 
the end of the fiscal year, giving us 
time to pass a farm bill. Again, I am 
very concerned about what I am hear-
ing this evening. 

Let me first go back and say how ap-
preciative I am and proud of all of us in 
the Senate for having passed a farm 
bill last June. We all know what it 
did—more reforms than we have seen 
in decades, $24 billion in deficit reduc-
tion. I understand the proposal now— 
the negotiations going on are attempt-
ing to find ways to pay for some provi-
sions in the large package. We sit here 
with $24 billion in deficit reduction in a 
farm bill that has reforms in it that 
support our farmers and ranchers 
across the country but reforms through 
consolidation, efficiencies, and cutting 
subsidies that we have agreed should 
not be paid, that the country cannot 
afford to pay to farmers who do not 
need them. We worked very hard on 
that. We passed that in June by a large 
bipartisan vote. We worked together in 
committee in a bipartisan way. 

It is deeply concerning to me that in-
stead of working in a bipartisan way, 
as we have done throughout this proc-
ess—even though the House never took 
up the bill that was passed out of their 
committee in a bipartisan way, we here 
have worked in a bipartisan way until 
now, until this moment, at the elev-
enth hour, as we are dealing with very 
important issues—whether we are 
going to make sure middle-class fami-
lies do not see tax increases starting 
tomorrow. And no one has fought hard-
er to make sure the middle-class fami-
lies of Michigan and across the country 
get those tax cuts than I have, and we 
know we need to get things done, but 
we also need to make sure that in the 
end we are not putting agriculture 
farmers and ranchers at a disadvantage 
in the process. 

So we on a bipartisan basis—in the 
House, in the Senate—worked together, 
knowing, when it became very clear 
that the House leadership, the Speaker, 
had no intention of taking up the farm 
bill in the House despite the fact that 
farmers need the certainty of a 5-year 
farm bill and disaster assistance—when 
that became clear, we turned to the 
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